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The Cost of Abortion in India

Unwanted pregnancies have substantial social, health, and financial consequences for women and their
families. Nationally, 21% of reported births in the past five years are unplanned or unwanted by women
(3). Data available suggest that 3-9 % of pregnancies are terminated through induced abortion (2), and

18% of maternal mortality can be attributed to induced abortion (4).

Objective of this pamphlet
While there are state and social pressures to limit fertility, state-sponsored abortion services fall short of

the demand (4). Private professionals and traditional practitioners flourish as a result, creating an
unregulated and often unsafe abortion market with arbitrary pricing. The financial burden of abortion
forwomen, and their households, needs to be clarified in order to identify the cost barriers to services, to
better plan publicly-provided services and ensure safety. Here we summarize some factors known to

affect costs of abortion in India.

Costs and influencing factors
Several parameters affect the cost, including accessibility of services, type of facility, method, region,

pregnancy duration, marital status, anaesthetic use, complications after the procedure. The costing of
abortion has not been studied at a national level, and the narrow scope of micro-level studies limit
comparability across the available literature. Yet we here summarize what is known at this time

regarding cost and expenditure.

A handful of studies conducted between 1989 and 2004 have been done in various geographic regions.
Abortion expenditure at the household level as ranged from a minimum of Rs 135.8 in rural Gujarat at a
government hospital, to Rs 1497 in rural Madhya Pradesh where free services were unavailable (7). The
studies considered together reveal that the costs vary substantially by state, and the average cost tends
to range between Rs 500-1000 (7).Second trimester abortions (performed after 12 weeks) are more
rarely offered and available at an average cost of Rs 2000-3000 (2). In Rajasthan 82% of abortion
spending was out-of-pocket (7).This statistic reveals the lack of state support for women seekinginduced
abortions. There is also a cost disparity between what is charged to married versus unmarried women
seeking abortions. For example, a clinic in Delhi reported charging Rs 400-Rs 600 for married women,
but Rs 1200 for unmarried girls (7). Abortions for sex-selection also cost more (2), perhaps because of the
illegality and also because of the ultrasound test that would precede it. While only one clinic surveyed

openly reported this double-standard, it is likely to be a common practice.







